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V] agna Charta 


O R, 


"TH 


Several weighty things to be conſi- 


dered of by the Jurors and Jud es, ſceing the Law of 
870 Th Þ is ſaid tohedT mw of — and doth 


take care that Jurors be of 8 moſt 
ſufficient Men, and arelealt ſuſpicious : And 
that Judges and Miniſters ot Juſtice are to do even Law 
and Execut ion of Right to all Men, rich and poor, with- 
b out reſpeR of perſons, | 


That MAGNA CH ART A, and the Charter of the 

Forreſt are to be allowed in all their points; and that if 

| any Judgement de grren conpary >the Points of 

the Charters by any of the Kings Miniſters 
of Juſtice, it is ro be undone and hol- 
den for naught, 25, Bd. 1. c. 1. . 
Likewiſe, | 

No man is to be put to anſwer without preſentment before 

Juſtices, or matter of Record dy — gevecs or by Weir 
. Original, according to the old L Lad, and if 
| l be done to the contrary it be void in Law; 
, 0 "56 


2 


en for errour. 42 Ed, 3. cap. 3. 
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THE 


Liberty of the Subject 


BY | 
Magna Charta 


O R, 


Several ſerious and weighty confide- 


rations, as hereafter followeth. 


—— — — _— 


— — — 


1. Becauſe the Innocent (hall not he worn and waſted by long 


Impriſonment. 


2. That Priſoners for criminal canſes when they ars brenght to 
their Tryal be bhumanely dealt withal. 


3, T he Judge ought to exhort him to 4»ſwer without fear > and 
that 92 l be duly adminſtred unto bim, &c. 
Oraſmuch as the Law of Exg/andis ſaid to be a Lawof 

Mercy, and that three things are favoared in Law, 

1. Life, 2dly, Liberty. And 3dly, Dowre. And 
That there are ewo things which the Law delights 
in. Fir , To have things openly and ſo : 
lemnly done, Secondly, Certainty, for | Cook 2. br. 

Truth is ſaid to be the Mother of Juſtice, . «ftw, fol. 

and Certainty the Mother of quietneſs and 

repoſe: What core therefore ought the Ju- (ask 1. 

rors and Judges to have in executing the [nts 

late At, made fog preventing and ſap- | 
preſſing ſeditious 3 that chop! 
2 


8 


Las 


may not do thin e e unjuſtly | and wich- 
out merey, nor that they may not ſeek to — — the 
Truth, and People of God , inflead of ſuppreſſing Sedi- 
tion, «nd preventing Inſurre&ion z, nor that they may 
not puniſh the Innocent inſtesd of the Guilty, Ought 
they not in order to the Executing ofthe (aid At ; to tele 
theſe things hereiftet following into due and ſi ius confi- 
_deration, (OT. I #4 5 ; 
Eirft, That refigious and gooly Meetings which are on- 
ly for the Service and Worſhip of God, are neither 'ac+ 
counted unlawful Aſſemblies, nor — puniſhable 
by. che ſaid. Ac. , Bultdediciqus and ungodly Meetings are 
— — puniſhable Mhireby . For ic is ſedjtion and 
contriving InſurrtAibn at Meetings under colour of Re- 
ligious Worſhip, that makes Meetings to be unlawful AC- 
ſemblies, and ſeditious Conventicles — by the (aid 
AR, and not ſuch godly religious Meetings as are far off and 
free from-Sedition in word or action, and alfo from deſign- 
ing or contriving any laſurrection. 
Secondly, That ſuch Meetings upon the account of Re- 
ligion and Worſhip of God as are not contrary to the man- 
ner allowed by the Licurgy or prefice of the Church of 
England arenot prohibited, nor puniſhable by the ſaid Act, 
but ought to be freed from the force of the penalties in 
chat caſe provided, t. 
Thicdly, That for people erden. meet together 


without any intent either toſowe Sedffion , or to contrive 
Inſurrection, but onely to wait uport the Lord in the way 
of his Worſhip, and to preach and pray, and to perform 
duty and ſervice to at any time, or in any place ar- 
cording to the gift and requiringsor teachings of the Word 
and Spirit oſ 8 

the Liturgy of the Church, becauſe the Liturgy alloweth 


* * 


the ſa me. 


= 


Fourthlyy. That for perſonsand people to afſemble and 


meet together under colour of religious Worſhip, with an 
| intent 


od, is not contrary to what is allowed by 


| 1 
intent to conerivetnfurre@al? 19 to meet in other manner 
then is allowed by che Lieurgy of proctiſe of the Church 3 
becauſe neither the Luturgy nor praftiſe of the Church al- 
loweth of any ſuch things. 

Pifchly, Ocherwiſe, ought not the Jurors and Judges to 
conlider het her secordiug to Law, and in order cog cer- 
tain legal determination of che matter jn s legs) manner, 
it ought not firſt co be determined by the Spiritual Judges? 
vis, What Meetings upon the account of Religion and 
Worſhip of God are allowed by the Liturgy of che Church 
or contrary to the manner allowed by the Liturgy or pra- 
Aiſe of the Church, before the Jurors or temporal Judges 
ought to finde a verdict, and paſſe Judgement accordingly 
topuniſh'the perſons and people for ſuch matters and cau · 
ſes, ſeeing it is a ſpiricual matter and cauſe, being about the 
Service and Worſhip of God, 

Sixthly, Ought they not to conſider wh ether it belongs 
unto them to judge and condemn perſons for ſpiritual cau- 
ſes and matters of Conſcience in things appertaining to 
che Worſhip of God ? or whether they ought not to di ſ- 
claim it as not belonging to their juriſdiction, becauſe t hey 
do not ſit and act ** in a ſpiritual capacity, but in a 
temporal; for is not the body politick divided into two 
ports, the one part called by the name of ſpirituality, and 
the other called the temporality; and are not their pow- 
ers diſtinct, the one to hear and determine ſpiritual mat- 
ters, and cauſes, and the other to hear and decermirie 
temporal cauſes and matters: and hath not the body ſpi- 
ritual power when any cauſe of the Law Divine happens 
to come in queſtion, or of ſpiritual lea ning, to declare and 
determine all ſuch doubts, and to «dminifier all ſuch offi- 
ces and duties as to their room ſpiricual doth appertain? 
and are not the Laws Temporal for tryal of property of 
Lan dt and Goods, and for the conſervation of the people 
of this Realm in unity and peace without ravine or ſpoil 
by the Temporal Judges, and the other by che Spiritual 

Judges, 


(4) 
24. HB. c. 12. Judges? or as bytheSratute appeareth : 
ſee the Statute, 24. Hen, $, cap. 12, 

Seventh'y, Ougbtthey not to confider that people are 
not to be puniſhed (by the late AR) for the Service and 
Worlh'p of God, but for meeting together co ſowe Sedis 
tion, ot tocontrive Inſurrection under precence of eli- 
gious Worſhip , «nd muſt it not be made apparent and evi- 
dent that they doſo.+v1z, ſoweSedition, or cont rive Inſur- 
rection, before they can or ought truly according to Law 
be found guilty, or condemned by the late Act ſo as to ſuſ- 
ter the penalties thereof, 

Eighthly, oughe;nortihey to confider, 1. Againſt what 
perſons and practiſes the remedies by the ſaid Act are pro- 
vided. 2. Who they are that come within the reaſon of che 
AR. 3, Forwhat end the penslcics are to be executed. 
And 4. What Meetings ae accouuted and declared by the 
ſaid Act to be unlawful Aſlemblies, and puniſhable thereby, 
that thoſe may not be puniſhed but acquitted ho are not 
guilty thereof ? | 

Ninthly, It is not evident, firſt that the Title of the AQ_ 
is to prevent and ſuppreſs Sedirious Conventicles (and not 
godly religious Meetings.) 2, That the remedies provided 
by the ſaid Act ate againſt the growing and dangerous pra- 
ctiſes of ſeditiou · Sect . ries and diſloyal perſons, who do at 
their Meetings contrive Inſurrections, as late experience 
hath ſhewed , but neither former nor preſent experience 
hath ſhewed any ſuch things co be done or intended at the 
godly Mcetings of the innocent people reproachfully cal- 
led Quakere, who are utterly and abſolutely againſt ſowing 
of Sedition, or contriviogot any Inſurrection, and oughe 
therefore to be cleared, and ciearly acquitted from the pe- 
nalties of the Act in that caſe provided, as not being per- 
ſons that comes within the reaſon of the Act, againſt whom 
the remedies are provided as aforeſaid, 

Tenthly, Doth, or may it not clearly — , that for 
perſons to meet together (in greater or leſſer numbers) re- 

| ally 


(5s) | « 
ally to ſerve and worſhip the Lord , is no offence againſt 
Law, nor puniſhable by the ſaid AR; but for perſbns to 

retend to meet together under colour of religions Wor- 
ſhip, and do not intend it, but makes « religious pretence 
a colour to cover and perſecute a wicked intention under, 
ſo as to ſowe ſeditĩon, and to defign or contrive inſurre&i. 
on under ſo fair a pretence, -#/ | 

Eleventhly. Ought not the Jurors to enquire of that, to 
finde out the certainty and truth of the metterin iſſue or 
queſtion, in order to jadgement or final determinarions, 
viz, Whether (ucha thing can be found out upon enquiry, 
and ſo clearly and evidently appear that perſons are guiley 
of concriving Inſurrecti n at Mectifngs under ſo fair a pre- 
tence as aforeſaid, that they may ſuffer according to 
deſerts who do appear to be guilty thereof: but if no ſuch 
thing appear upon tryal., is it not the duty of Jurors und 
Judges to acquit them that are not guilty either of ſowing 
Sedicion, or contriying Inſurreftion ax Meetings as afore · 
ſaid ? conſider well of it. 

Twelfthly, Ought not che Jurors to conſider what Mest- 
ings are accounted and declared ( by the late Act) to be un- 
lawful Aſſemblies and puniſhable thereby? and doth, or may 
it not appear that ſeditious andtumultuous Meetings are nc- 
counted and declared by the Statute it ſelf to be una w ful 
Alſemblies, x, Becauſe the Title of the ct is to prevent 
and ſuppreſs ſeditious Conventicles, 2. Becauſe the reme- 
dies provided by the ſaid Act are againſt the growing and 
dangerous practiſes of ſeditions dectaries and diſloyal per- 
ſons,. who under pretence of tender Conſciences do ar 
thein Meetings contrive Inſurrections, us late experience 
Rath ſhewed, And 3dly, Becauſe the execution of the pe- 
nalties, or the Act it (elf is for chepreventing of the miſ- 
chicks that may grow by ſuch ſeditious and tumultuous 
Meetings, or 8s by the Statute eth. 

' Thirteenchly, in it ſo, chat {editions and tumultnous 
Meetings are declared by the ſaid Act to be unlawful Aſſ — 
ler 


(6) 

blies that are to be prevented or ſuppreſſed as »foreſaid, 
ougnht it not to be made clearly apparent and evident to 
the Jurors, That che god'y and religious Meetings of an 
innocent peoplegreproachfully called Quakers,areſeditious 
and rumulcuous Meetings, or elſe how can the Jurors juſt · 
ly condemn them as unlawful Meetings, or Aſſemblies, to 
ſuffer the penalties of the ſaid Act? ought they not rather 
in duty to God-ward, and in diſcharge of their Office to 
clear them in the face of the Countrey , and to free them 
from the force of the penalties; confider well of it in the 
fear and wiſdom of Cod, vnto whom all muſt give an ac - 
count, who hath puniſhments for the wicked, and rewards 

for the righteous. | - 

Fcurteenthly, Ought not the Jurors further to confi- 
der, that for perſons fimply to meet and aſſemble together 
wich out any intent to break the Peace (in a ſeditious and 
tumultuous manner) or to doany unlewful act with force 
or violence, is not an unlawful Aſſembly; but for perſons 
to aſſemble and meet together wich an intent to break the 
Peace (in a ſeditious and tumultuous manner) or to do 
ſome anlawful act with force or violence, is an unlawful Al- 
ſembly. 

An Aſſembly of an hundred perſons or more (yea, 
though they be in afmour ) yet if it;be not in terrour or af- 
fright of the people, and were aſſembled without any in- 

tent to break the peace, it is not prohibi- 
1 A. 12. ted by theſe Statutes, nor unlawful ſaith 
1 EI. 17. Dalton in his Juſtice of Peace : See Dalton 
fel. 279. It ſeemeth (ſaith he) it can be no 
unlawful Aſſembly except there be an intent precedent to 
do ſome unlawful act, and with violence, or force : ſee Dult. 
J. P. fol, 279. 51828 71 N V | * 1 
And their being together (when they are aſſembled )und 
their — — maſt — „as ſhall or may breed ſome 
apparent diſturbance of the Peate'- either by chreatning 
ſpeeches; turbulent geſſure, oN Armour, or actual force 
| Ne 525 37. 14 
r 


_ * — 1 
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"RW 3 + 
or violence, to the terrour and fearing of the peateablet 
of people, 6.97 elce it can be no tiot, rout, or unlawful 
Aſſembſy, lich Dalton in his Jaſtice of peace ; ſee Dalton 
ol. 281 . 

F It liccle private Aſſemblies be Conventicles, doth not the 
Act it (elf allow of Conventicles, becauſe it allous of little 
privst: Meetings, to the number of four, beſides them of 
the houſhold: it ſeems it is not Chriſtian Meetings, but ſe- 
ditiovs Convenricles that are prohibited and puniſhable as 
aforeſeid. Oughe not therefore the Jurors to enquire whe- 
ther the perſons aſſembled did ſowe ſedition, diſcord, de- 
bate, and ſtrife, did they ſpeak any ſeditious words, or uſe 
' any chreatning ſpeeches, (hew of armour , or actual force 
or violence, to the terrourand fearing of the peaceabler 
fort of people, or how can it appear, that they are guilty of 
ſeditious and tnmultuous words aud actions, (or of being 
at ſediticus and tumultuous Meetings) and if no ſuch things 
appear and be evident, is it not the guty of the Jury to ac- 
quit them from the force of the penalties, to all intents, 
conſtructions, and purpoſes ? = 

Ought not the Judges or Juſticesto conſider what*they 
are commanded and {worn to do, that they may perform 
their duty in reſpect of their Office, and not break their 
Ost hes. Are not they commanded and (worn to do even, 
or equal Law, and Execution of rigt eco: ll men, rich an 
poor, » ithout reſpect of perſons, 24ly, Are they not to 
allow the great Charrars of che Liberties of England in all 
their points. 3dly. Are they not to do Juſtice and Right 
to all men, freely, without ſale, fully withcac denyal, and 
ſpeedily without delay, 4thly. Are they not to do all men 
Juſt c and Right, according to Law, and the uſage of the 

calm, 5 hly. Is it not according to Law, and the uſage of 
the Realm to convit or try Fellons, Traytors, and the 
worſt of men by the verdict of Jury of good men 


true? And how can as properly (according to L 
and the uſage of the [parc ſaid "- effenders for 8 
"2" tkicd 


(8) 
thicd offene* in one and the ſame caufe, matter, and thing, 
if they were never colivicted of, and tryed by, a Jury of 
good men and true, ſor the firſt and ſecond offence, accord- 
ing to Law and the uſage of the Realm. 
It is enacted by Agua Charta (confirmed by 32 Aﬀs of 
Parliament) that no Free man ſhall be 
9 Hen, 3,cap 29, taken or impriſoned, or diſ- ſeixed of 
Coal Proeme tothe his Free- hold, or Liberties, or free Cu- 
2 part Iaſtit. ſtomes, or be outlawed or exiled, or in 
any wife deſtroyed, nor we will not 
paſs upon him, nor condemn him, but by lawful jadgement 
of his equals, or by the Law of the Land, we ſhall ſell to no 
men, we (hall deny ordefer co no man either Juſtice or 
R ght. Magna Charta, cap, 29. | * 
Firſt, No man is to be taken or impriſoned, but by the 
Lew of the Land, that is, by the Common Law, Statute 
Law, or cuſtome of Eng/axd, Secondly, No man ſhall be 
d ſeized, that is, put out of ſeizen, or diſpoſſeſſed of his 
Free- hold, that is, Lands, Livelihood, or of his Liberties, 
or free Cuſtomes; that is, of ſuck Franchiſes and Free- 
doms, and free Cuſtoms as belong to him by his free Birth- 
right, unleſs it be by the lawful judgement, that is, verdict 
of his equals (that is) men of his own condition, or by the 
Law of the Land, that is, to ſpeak once forall by due courſe 
and proceſs of the | aw, Thirdly, No man ſhall be outlawed, 
made an Ex lex, put out out of the Law, that is, deprived of 
the benefit of the Law, unleſs he be cutlawed according to 
the H of the Land. Fourthly, No man ſhall be exiled 
or baniſhed out of his Countrey, unleſs he be exiled and 
baniſhed by the verdi& of his equals, or according to the 
Law of the Land. Fiſthly, No man ſhall be in any ſort 
deſtroyed except it be by the verpi& of his equals , or ac- 
cording to the Law of the Land, Sixthly , No man ſhall 
be condemned at the Kings Suit, either before the King in 
his Bench; where the Pleas are Coram Rege, nor before any 
ether Commiſſioner or Judge wharſoeyer,vur by the judge- 
ment 


(9) 
ment of his ieers, Gt or acc drang, fo (be Law 
of the Land, Seventhly ; We {hall ſel ” no In f. uſtice 
and Right. . , emal deny to no man Juſtice or 
Right. Niathly, We ſhfl defer to ng man; Juſtice or 
Right; ſee Cook upon the 29. chip of Magna Charta, 2. pt. 
Iaffit. fol, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49. $9. 

No man fhail be in any ſort deſtroyedz unleſs: it be by the 
verdict of his equals, or according to the Law of the Lands 
And no man ſhall be condemned at the Kings ſuic defors 
the King in his Bench, nor before any other Commiſſio 
er, regu whatſoever, but by the judgement of his Peers, 
2 equals, or according to the Lam of che Land, (a ith 

on Magna Charts, 

N 24 terra] but by the Law of the Land; for 
the true ſenſe and expoſition of theſe worde, 
ſee che Statute of 37 Wc where cho 37. Ede 3. 
wards, by che Law © Frhe 4 ie rendered cap, 18. 
without due proceſs of Lag for there it is 
ſaid, though it be contelned? in the great Charter, That no 
Man be taken, impriſoned , — put out of his Free- hold 
wicbour proceſs of Law., 1 2 hat 40 AIndict- 
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n 
brought in to anſwer, and fore judged of the ſame by wa 
of Law: And if any thing be done againſt che a , A 
ſhall be redreſſed and holden for none . ſee the Stacute 25. 
Edv. 3. cap 4. 

No man (hall be taken and impriſoned without being 
brought in to anfwer by due proceſs of Law : for it is en- 
acted by a Statute made in the eight and 'twentierh year of 
the reign of K'ng EA the third, that no man of what 
ſtate and condition ſoever he be, (hall be put out of his 
Lands or Tenements, nor taken nor impriſoned, nor diſin· 

| hericed without being brought in to 
28, Edw. 3. ch. 3. awer by due proceſs of Law: ſee 
the Statute it (elf, 28. Edw. 3. cap. 3 

And no man is to be put to anſwer wichout preſentment 

before Juſtices, or matrer of Record by due proceſs of Las: 
for by a Statute made in the two and fortiech 

4 Ed.3. r. Tear of the Reign of Ning Eduard che third, 
4 it is aſſented an actörde for the good go- 
vernance of the Commons, chat no man be put to anſwer 
without preſentment before Juſtices of Record by due pro · 
ceſs, or by Writ Original according to the old Law of the 
Land: and if any Ching be done from henceforth to che 
contrary, it ſhall be made void in LV, and holden for er- 
rour, 2s by the Statue appeareth 42 EA, $.c. 3. NY 

Is it not contrary to Magrd Chatta, and the Law of tlie 
Land, to take men and imprifon thein, and * judgement 
upon them in any caſe without due and legal proceedings? 
And if they have due and legil proceedings, are they not 
to be indicted or — by" ed: and lawfyl people of 
the ſame neighhourhood' che fact or offence is com- 
mit ted in due manner s fort 


ns '27 z or elſe by OE 
made by Writ Original at the common La: and if that 
bedenyed, and menhe coridemned before they be i pri- 
— and without verdift- of their 928, and rr 
: Being daly brought in to anſwer; aid tryed by the courſe « 
«hc Law, ace they not Ueſtroyed* contrary to Law? or 
3 | 5 1 ought 
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(179 | 
onghe not ſuch thipgs to be redreſſed and holden for none, 
89 are againſt a” Chærta, and the Law of the Land av 
aforeſaid. And if any man be impriſoned, and be not du- 
ly brought in co anſwer according to Law as aforeſaid, 
ought not the proceedings againſt him to be void n Law 
and holden for errour. 

If men cannot legally according to Law, and the uſage 
of the Realm, be tryed as offenders forſthe third offence 
for one and the ſame cauſe, matter, and thing; if they 
were never legally convicted of, and tryed for a firſt and 
ſecond offence, according to the great Charters of the Li- 
berries of England, or the former Statutes and Laws ofthe 
Land asaforefiid ; may not that offence wheres; they are 

' firſt convicted and tryed by due proceſs of Lu, according 
to the former Statues of the old Law of the Lind, be in 
Law taken and deemed to be the firſt offence,and the other 
be void in Law, ſeci ug the Law takes care and provides that 
all men ſhall have even Law and execution of fight without 
yeſpe& of perſons; and if they have not, where is the 
ſault in the Law, or in the executors thereof, who are 
commanded and ſworn to do even Liw and Execution of 

Right to all men, rich and poor, without res 
ſpe& of perſons, or ſhewing fa vour io one 20. Ed.3 0. 1 
more then unto another ? they are not to 
with-bold Lew and Right from men (for differences in 
judgement in matters of Religion) but they are to let them 
have even Law and right as well as others; ſee Magna 

Charta, cap. 29. And ſee the Statute 20 Edw. 3. ch. 1, aud 
25. Edx. 3. 4. and 5. Edx,3.9. and 28, Edw.3, cap. 3. and 
42, Edw. 3. cap. 3. : 

The L1w cokes care and provides that Jurors be of the 
| nexrneighbourhood, moſt ſuffi vient men, and perſons that 

are leſt ſuſpicious, as by the Statute appears, 28, Edward 1, 


Cap. 9. | | 
0 no man is prohibited, but allowed by the Law of 
the Land to have Counſel of Pleaders, of learned men 
. the- 
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( 12) | 
the Law (for his fee) or of his next friends: ſo that a man 
may plead for his friend: ſee the Statute 23 Eward ts © || 
CAP. 11. ; 

T he Laws and Cuſtoms of Erg/and (hall be pleaded,ſhew-. 
ed, and defended, anſwered, debated, and judged in the . 
Engliſh tongue in all. Courts within this Realme, and- are 
onely to be entred and enrolledin Latine: fee the Statute 
for ha: 36. Eaw. 3. cap. 15. 

Is it not the duty of, a Judge to diſcern what is juſt by the 
rule of the Law, and ſo to make che Law his rule, bis line, 
his meaſure, bis weight, his yard, and ballance, which.is; 
called right it ſelf and common Law, becauſe it judgethy 
common right by a right line, which is the judge of -ic, (elf; 
and its oblique, ſaith Cook in his ſecond part Inſtizurt. 

1. Are not the Ju iges to do juſtice and right according; 
to the rule of the Law and Cuſtome of England, Cook a. pt. 
Inllit, fol. 56. * 1 „% 

2. They are not to ſell, denꝝ, or delay Iuſticę and Right, 
neither the end which is juſtĩce, nor the meaus hereby the 
end may be obtained, which is the Law, ſaith Cook in his 2. 
part Inſtir, fol. 56, | ; 11. 2˙4¹ 

3. The Court ought to be of councel wich che Priſonerg 
to ſee that nothing be urged agaiuſt him contrary to Law 
and Right, ſaith Cook 3. pare Inſtir, fol 29. \ HH. 

4, The Judge oughc co exhore the Priſcner to-anſwet 
without fear, and that Juſtice ſhall be duly adminiſtied un- 
to him, ſaith Cock in his 2, part Inſtitutes, fol, 316. 

5. The Judges of the Court x ho evec, are to be af epun- 
cel vith the Ppriſonet, to give him Law and Juſtice ex fd 
ought to enquire whether he be the ſame perſon, and oh all 
other pleas which he might ha ve pleaded, &c, ſaith Cook: in 
his 2, part Iofticur, fol, 178, og $124 211 

* Nay, faith he, any learned man thatis in the Court may 
inform che Court for the. benefit of che Priſoner, of any 
thing that may make che proceedings erroneous, Cook, 3 
part Ioſtit, fol, 29. . 


Alſo 


* 


x 

Alſo, ſaich he, It is lawtul for any man that is in the 
Court co inform the Court {left che Court ſhould erre, and 
the Priſoner be unjuſtly proceeded with: ſee Cook 3. part 
I nftic. fol, 137, 

6. The Judgesand Minifters of Juſtice are to allow the 
great Char ters of the Liberties of England in all their points; 
for by a St atute made for the confirmation of 
the Charters 25 Edw, 1, cap 1. It is ended 25EL 1. . 
that all Majors Sheriffs, Jultices , and other 
Miniſters which have the Law3 of the Lind to guide them, 
ſhall allow the (aid Charters pleaded before them in judg- 
ment in all points: ſee the Statute ir (elf 25, Edw. 1. cap.1, 

7. The Judges and Miniſters of Juſtice arenotcogive 
Judgement againſt the great Charters , for whatſoever 
judgement is given againſt the Statute of Magna Charta, or 
of the Charter of the Forreſt, is made void by the Statute 
25 Edw, 1.cap, 2, becauſe ( ſaich Coo) the judgement is 
given againſt the Law, and the Statute it ſelf ſaith, If any 
Judgement be given from henceforth con- 
trary to the points of the Charters aſore - Cook, 2 part In- 
ſaid, by the Jaftices or by any other, our fit. fol. 226,227 


1 Miniſters that hold Plea before them - 


gainſt the points of the Charters, it ſhall be undone and 


<holden for naught.: Statute 25. Ed, 1, cap, 2, 


And by a Scatute made the 42d, year of the Reign of 
King Edward the third, it is aſſented and accorded char 
the great Charter, and the Charter of the 
Forreſt be holden and kept in all points; 42 Ed. 3. cap. 1. 
and if any Statute be made to the contra- 
ry, that ſhall be holden forjnone: ſee the Statute it ſelf, 42 
Edward 3. cap. 1. | 

The great Charters are to be read four times a Year in 
the Counties, and twice a Year in che Cathedrals', that the 
people may know they are confirmed, and 
are to be kept in all points: ſee the Statute 25 Edw, 1. c. 
25 Ed, 1. cap. 1. 2, 3. =_ 

Jt. 44 And 
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And it is en»Red by the $events of the 25 Ed. 1. cop.4, 
that all Archbiſhops, and Biſhops ſhalpronounce the ien- 
rence of excommunication againft all choſe chat by word, 
deed, or Council do contrary to the #forefaid Charters, or 
that in any point do break or undo them, and that the (aid 
curſes be twice a year denounced and publiſhed : ſee the 
Statue 25, Edw, 1 Cap, 4. 

Al men ate enjoyned to uphold and maintain the great 
Charters: fee the ſer tence of the Clergy given againſt the 
breskers thereof: In the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, Amen, 

Whereas our Sovereign Lord the King, to the honour of 
God, and the Holy Church, and for the common profic 
of che Realm, hath granted for him and his heics for ever, 
thoſe Articles above written, Robert Arch-biſhop of Canter- 
bury, Primate of all Eng/and, admonithed all bis Province 
once, twice, and thrice, beauſe ſhortneſs will not ſuffer - 
ſo much delay as togive knowledge to all the people of 
Exgland of theſe pi eſents in Writing: We therefore enjoyn 
all perſons of hat Scateſoever they be, that they and eye- 
ry of them, as much 2s in them is, ſhall uphold and main» 
rain theſe Articles granted by our Sovereign Lord the King 
in all points, and all choſe that in any point do reſiſt or 
break, or in any manner hereafter procure counſel, or any 
wile »f{cnt to reſiſt or break thoſe ordinancer,or go about it 
by word or deed, cpenly or privily, by any manner of pre- 
rence or colour. We the aforeſa:d Archbiſhep by our Au- 
thority in this Writing expreſſed, do Excammunicateand 
Accurie, and from the Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
from all the company of Heaven, and from all the Sacra - 
ments of holy Church do ſequeſter and exclude, 

And as concerning liberty of Conſcience about matters 
of Religion, The King hath been pleaſed to promiſe and 
declare a liberty to tender Conſciences, vr. That no man 
ſhalt be diſquiered and called in queftion for differen ; 
ces of opinion in matters ef Religion, ſo long as they do 

; nor 
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TYLER (ry) | 

not. diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom. Now foraſmuch as 
the innocent people called Quakers have never diſturbed the 
Peace of the Kingdom by deſigning or contriving any Inſur- 
rection, Fo. They never yet torfened/ their intereſt in the 
Kings omiſes; and the Act entituled As A ts prevint cat 
ſwppreſ; ſeditis Conmenticles , provides remedies againſt the 
growing and dangerous ptactices of Sedicious Sectaries and 

iſloyal perſons, who under pretence of tender Conſcien- 
ces do at their Meetings contre Inſurrections, as late ex 
perience hath ſhewed : ſo that che remedies are provided by 
the ſaid Act againſt the growing and dangerous practices of 
fuch perſons as have forfeited their intereſt in the Kings pro- 
miſes by diſturbing the Peace of the Kingdom in contrivin 
Inſurrection, and not againſt the Ionocent Meetings of th 
people of God, reproachfully called Quakers , or ſuchys 
never yet forfeited their liberty therein, becauſe neither-for- 
mer nor preſent experience hath ſhewed that they ever con- 
trived any Inſurrection, ho are — — abſolutely a- 
gainſt dehigning or con: riving any ſuch thing. 

„ elt . 


E Of — — and — — of the yon 
Aary agai armin, faith, I pray yon, O ye Bi 
which do think your ſelves to be fo, — ſuf- i 

frages bave the Apoſtles uſed for to preach the Adi. 5. 
Goſpel? with what power were they aided AZ. 16, 
for to preach Cbriſt, and as if it were to 8 
change all Gentiles from Images to God } have they taken 
any dignity of the Pallacg ,, in ſinging of Hymnes and 
pſalms unto God in priſon, being in Irons and Chains, and 
afterward to be whipped and ſcourged. Did an aſſemble the 
Chureh of Chriſt by the Kings Edict, when he was as a ſpecta- 
cle in the Theatre ? they nouriſhing and keeping themſelves 
with their own handy labour, in affembling themſelves to- 
gether within ersand fecrer places, and by the Streets 
and Villages, did 5 „ 


(36) 
ple by land and by warer, againſt the Derrees and Ordinan- 
tes of. the Senators and Edicts of the Kings. 120 


Tertallian in li- ology againſt : he Geatiles, chapter 
29. ſaith, This A ſſe ot the. Chriſtians ſhould be very. 


unlawful, if it were like or equal unto the unlawfull 
things; it ſhould be worthily condemned, if it. were com- 
plained of as of a Faction or Sect: but whom have we 
endamaged or hurt by our aſſembling and. meeting to- 
gether; we are the very ſame, as ben we were. all diſ- 
perſed aſunder every one by himſelf, not — any. man. 
When wiſe men, and good and faithful people do aſſemble 
themſelves together, we maſt not call that a Faction or Sect, 
but rather a Court: and on the contrary, we muſt apply 
the name of Faction unto thoſt which hate gaad men, lex 
cry.againſt tbe. bload of cht innocent under colour of their 
unity, and for defence of their hatred : Foraſmuch às the 
do eſteem and judge that the Chriſtians are the cauſes of all 
loſſes and common miſhaps. If the River 7 ber; mountech 
or ſwelleth above the walls, if the River NI, do not de- 
end upon the fields, if the heaven do ſtand ſtill, if che earch 
tremble, if chepg be Famine, or Peſtilence; by and bythey 
cry after the Chriſtians for to caſt them into the Lions 
Den, 0 | 4 
4 ; $77 19709 a um 8 41 
And as Tertullian in- his Apblogy [agdiaſt'vhe Gent ile: 
ſaith on the behalf of the Chriſtians, fo may U ſuy om the 


behalf of the people of God; reproachſulſy calted Qua- 


kers, This aſſembling of theirs ſhould be very unlawful 
if it were like or equal unto. the unlawful things of Sedi- 


tion or contriving Iuſurrection; or if they did meet wich 
any intent to do ſome unlawful. act wich force or violence, 


eicher againſt the peace, or perſons of another, in a ſeditious 
and tumultuous manner? But whom haue the Quakers , ſo 
called , endamaged or hurt by their aſſemblingand meet- 


ing 


5 "ei 7) Bra, 
ing together; they are the very ſame (when they are met) 
as when they were all diſpetſed — — by im- 
ſelf, not hurting any man. | 
arm's <0 4 ul a, I — yok 
Eaſtius Biſhop of Crſar;a in his'Bockefiaſtical Hiſtory. 
lib, 6, chap. 11. Allede ing the Epiſtiel oft Alea: dor Biſhop 
of feruſalem againſt Demetrius ,* and tebuking him, thus 
faith, That which thou haſt added iy thy Letters thou Hayek 
Thar # ws never ſeen that-the lay and feontax people ſhankd 
diſpate of the re in thepreſcace of rthoBiſhops it ar 
vel hat moved thee to affirm & yd ſo evidens; jaſetbuch 
that as often as there is found any man that is fuſficient and 
ko for :o give good counſel, and to inſtruct the people; 
the Biſhops have accuſtomed to deſiru him tu do ir, as ou 
Brother the Biſhop Neo» did hntu E incbedCicy at 
Laranda, and the Biſhop Criſs unto Pax/imw in the City of 
Jcomum, and the Biſhop Arciens unto I hendoſus in the City 
S:inr45;- And there is no doubt but the other Biſhops ma 
do the like in their Dioceſſes hem they ſnde any one which 
is a tan ior to profit the people H RiilHH bYνπν 
6 eres 7 ng boni. en r 11 
And C briſ-ftiome upon the fitt-Chipter of Ge, Hom. 8. 
ſaith, I deſire moſt earneſtly and do pray, that ye be all in 
the order of Doctors, and not onely to be hearers of our 
words; bat alſo that ye would report and declare unto 
others our doctrine, and that ye would correct thoſe that 
do erre or go aſtray, to the end they may return into the 
way of truth; as St, Pa ſaith, Exbort one 40 her, and edi- 
fie one anber, &c, _ 1 
And a little after he ſaich , God would not that the Chri- 
ſtian ſhould be onely content with himſelf, but that he do 
alſo ediſie others, and not onely with Doctrine, but alſo 
with good life and converſation. | 
And when he was come into the Temple , the chief 
Pric*; and the Elders of the * came upon him as he 
| 2 was 


N 


GI RB : 
vas teaching; and ad, ny wat authority Jock thou theſs 
, md-who gave thee. this authority. | 
fo Lift "4547 20. 1 
They declared (ſaich Chriſoſome) That there was ſome 
which dal give peru men, be it corpgrator ſpiricyal 5 
as if they had ſaid thus, thou art not engendered of the 
Gacerdoral family, the Senate hatch not -permitted chee to 
do this, Ceſat hach not gi ten it ther; But, if bey bad bg. 
heved! chat al poet b:from God, they would never haue 
asked ho dach given thes tbis power; knowing) that every 
good gift, — — gift is com above, and c 
eth don from che Father of Lights; and that a 
89. Hwy. man can receive nothing at all except it be gi- 
ven bim from above: ſee Chrſaſteme upon tf 
21; chap, of Machen, a0 Hf 
L 210 „re ain an 0304 e nee bag Nr 
: Antinions Fius was à great defende r ofiche Chriſtians : for 
Speed in the Hiſtory of Ce Bruten {peaking of the care 
that this Emperour r for ae eee per- 
ſecuted Chriſtians, in whoſg defence. bewnate:to . 
ties in Aſa, and publiſhed an EdiR againſt their Accuſers: 
the elfect whereof ( ſaich he) from A ſchius is this 
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He Emperour ( eſ«r, Marcus, Aur 

lim, Antoninus, Auguſtus, Armeni= Euſeb. Ecclef. 

cus, Pontifex, Maximus, fifteen Hiſt. 1,4. c. i 3. 
times Tribune, chrice Conſul unto the Com- 
mons of Aſia fendeth greeting: I doubt not but The gods 
themſelves have a care that wicked perſons ſhall be brought 
to light ; for it much more doth appertain unto them then it 
doth unto you, to puniſh ſuch as refufe to yield them wor- 
ſhip : but this courſe which you take doth confirm them 
whom you perſecure in this their * of you, that you 
are impious men, ard meer Atheiſts, whereby it cometh to 
paſs that they deſire in the quarrel ot their God, rather to 
dye then to yield to the wills of ſuch as you are, and ro em- 
brace the form of Religion, &c. 

In the behalf of theſe men (viz. the Chriſtians that were 
baniſhed and perſecuted to death for the ſervice of the im 
mortal God) many of the principal Preſidents have written 
before unto our Father of famous memory: to whom he 
anſwered, That they ſhould not be moleſted , unleſs th 
were proved to have practiced Treaſon againit the Emperi- 
al State: and touching the ſame matter, ſome have given 
notice unto me, to whom Ihave anſwered with the like mo- 
deration as my Father did before: And by this our Edict do 
we ordain, T ** wy — be foun * buſie in mo- 
leſting eheſe Kinde of men without an ir e 

command that the hat is accuſed upon this Sr off Wee. 
albeit he be proved to be ſuch a man as he is charg to be, 
that is, a Chriſtian : and he that js his accuſer ſhall ſuſſer the 


ſame puniſhment which he ſought to procure upon the —_ 
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l Epbeſut in 
Gon 5, fiyonrable'wn vine nperow 
cen be) to he : N p —_ and 8 (inet) to all forts of 
men, having ths i; Afiycann: rife in his 
mouth, That he had rath —— dabſedt. life then kill a 
thouſand Enemies, N. Hiſtory, fol. 100. 
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